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Expert teachers have four kinds of knowledge

1. content knowledge ï (know about reading)

2. pedagogical knowledge ï(general teaching strategies ïdiscovery learning, question-

discussions)

3. pedagogical content knowledge ï (specific content strategies, strategies for teaching 

reading)

4. knowledge of learners and learning ï(human development, how humans learn, 

emotions)
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ÅTake the ideas that work for you

ÅAdopt and adapt

ÅThere is no standardized process that must be

ÅThere are no educational messiahs

© Andy Johnson, Ph.D.  www.teaching-reading.com 6



I. Introduction
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Who

1. Every kid and teacher too
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What

1. Using print to create meaning
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Why

1. The reading/writing connection has been firmly established

2. Develops letter sound relationships

3. Develops syntactic knowledge
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4. Personal connections and community

5. Intrapersonal connections
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6. Celebrate the human experience
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How

1. Thatôs why weôre here

2. Adopt and adapt.

3. Keep it simple
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When

1. Every day.

2. No excuses

3. Doesnôt have to be long

 3 to 8 minutes
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Where

In a box, with a fox.

On a boat, with a goat.

In a house, with a mouse.

But mostly in your classroom.
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II. Part of a Comprehensive 
Literacy Program
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An aside ï The National Reading Panel found the big 5 pillars of reading instruction 

because thatôs what they were looking for.  The five pillars didnôt arise from their review 

of the literature.  They decided to look for research in each of these five areas. 

There was nothing new here.  We were doing the 5 pillars long before the NRP came 

along.  Kind of like Columbus ñdiscoveringò America.
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But é the 5 pillars are 7 pillars short of a full load.
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No algorithms or formulas.
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Which column will enable all students to achieve their full literacy potential?
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III. WRITING AND WRITERS
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1. Writing is using print to create meaning

© Andy Johnson, Ph.D.  www.teaching-reading.com 23



2. Every child (and adult) can write
 a. acorn view vs. deficiency view.
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3. Every student can learn to write well ï if you teach the process
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4. You can better at any skill by practicing

And you donôt get better if you donôt practice
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IV. WHAT WRITERS NEED 
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1. Writers need to know/understand the 5-step writing process
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If you want to learn how to make raspberry jelly,  you 

need somebody to teach you the process, not just show 

you the list of ingredients.

If you want to learn how to write, you need somebody to 

teach you the process, not just show you what the finished 

product should look like.
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2. Writers need contextual skills instruction (grammar, punctuation, etc.)
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3. Writers need responses 
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4. Writers need to write for real audiences
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5. Writers need teachers who write
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Types of Writing in a K-12 Writing Curriculum

Å Persuasive writing.  The purpose of this type of writing is to make a case 

for or against an issue or to construct an argument using concise, objective 

language and sound reasoning. 

Å Narrative writing .  The purpose of this type of writing is to describe 

incidents and events or to tell a story.  In other words, the writer becomes a 

narrator.  

Å Expository writing . The purpose of this type of writing is to explain, 

describe, provide information, or to communicate knowledge in some form.

* Common Core State Standards and most other academic standards

However, they are missing three other important other types of writing that MUST be including in writing curriculums.
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Types of Writing in a K-12 Writing Curriculum

Å Inquiry writing .  The purpose of this type of writing is to describe all phases of 

the inquiry process (scientific writing).  Inquiry is the process of asking a 

question, gathering data, and then using that data to answer the question. 

Å The arts.  The purpose of this type of writing is to create art. Included here is 

poetry, drama or scripts, song lyrics, comedy monologs, podcasts, and other types 

of creative writing.

Å Communication.  The purpose of this type of writing is personal 

communication.  This includes email, letters, memos, newsletters, personal letters 

(remember those?), and things like twitter, blogs, Facebook posts, podcasts, 

websites, and digital media that we havenôt even thought of yet.
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A block of time set aside for literacy.

Each block gets an equal amount of time.

1. Guided or shared reading ï large group

2. Self-selected reading ï reading workshop

3. Writing ï writing workshop

4. Word work ï large group, flexible groups, 

individually
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V. Writing Activities for Reading:
Syntactic Cueing
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1. Writing should be included in every reading class

2. Include activities focusing on grammar, sentence structure, and word order
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Sentence Mix-Up Activities

Å Sentence cut-up. 
1. Write sentence on paper
2. Cut it up
3. Students put it back in order

Å 3x5 cards.  
1. Words on sentence written on 3x5 cards.
2. Students see or hear the sentence.
3. Mix and put in order.
* Can provide clues.  Donôt frustrate 
students.)
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Å Be the word. This is a small group activity.  

1. Write a sentence as described above.  

2. Cut sentence into individual words, give single word to a student

3. Students come up front and arraignment themselves

4. Tap on the head.

Å PPT sentence mix-up.  

1. Show mixed up sentence

2. Show one word at a time until students can guess the complete 

sentence

3. Guess sentence before complete sentence is shown.
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ran away. The cat
The
The cat
The cat ran
The cat ran away.
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Early Ideas

* Students use writing to share their ideas.

Å Language experience activities (LEA).  

1. Students have an experience

2. They tell, you write 

3. Re-read until fluency

4. Use for phonics lesson

5. Use for review

 Å One sentence.  

1. Struggling readers (writers) get overwhelmed.

2. Reduce anxiety ï Write one sentence.
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Journal in Reading Class

 1. Every day, first thing, grades 2 and above

 2. Sentence minimum (2 to 5)

 3. Use to reinforce letter sounds

 4. Comprehension activities

 5. Post-writing activities
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Å Making predictions

1. Provide overview and prediction question up front.  

2. Students then read with purposeful intent.

Comprehension ïCognitive Processes 
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1. Provide inference question up front.  

2. Students read with purposeful intent looking for inference clues.

Å Making inferences
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Sentences

Å Sentence dictation.  

1. Short sentence related to the story or letter pattern.

2. Dictate and write

3. Look for words that donôt look right (with a partner).

4. Show the complete sentence

5. Cross out and write above.

Å Sentence combing. 

1. Two short sentences.

2. Combine them while retaining the mean of each.
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Å Sentence alteration.  

* Older students ï groups.

1. Show sentence

2. Express the same idea using different words or word order (ask for a minimum 

number).

3. One student read aloud

4. Check to see if they make sense.
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Å Syntax sentences - DOL  

1. Show sentences with grammar or word order errors.

2. One at a time, students come up and correct errors

3. Quick grammar mini-lesson
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Å Sentence elaboration  

* Do in large group first.  Then Pairs or small groups

1. Provide a sentence

2.  Students change one word (add or substitute) to make it interesting.

3. Five changes.

4. Re-read until fluency is achieved.
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Strategies with Structure

Å Speak the sentence.  With some students, it may be effective to have them speak 

the sentence before writing.  

Å A quiet, verbal scaffolded. As the student writes, provide very quiet verbal clues 

(a form of scaffolding) to help that student hear each part of the word.   As the 

student finishes each word, repeat the sentence.  This frees up working memory to 

focus on word order and meaning.  These should be quiet, gentle prompts.  

ω Facilitated writing.  

1. Ask students what they want to write about

2. Write down the ñbigò words.

3. Create a word box for their writing.
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Å Priming pictures.  

1. Provide a picture

2. ñWhatôs going on here?  Describe what you see.  What do you want to say about 

this picture?ò

3. One or two sentences is fine.

* Pictures from book

* Pictures from life

* Pictures from google.
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VI. TEACH THE PROCESS TO DEVELOP 
THE SKILL
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ÅIf you want to help students become better writers, you must teach them the process  

1. Pre-drafting

2. Draft  

3. Revise  

4. Editing 

5. Share
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Step 1 - Pre-writing 
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ÅYou have your writing topic

ÅWhat you do before writing is just as important as what occurs during writing
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Step 1 - Pre-writing 

1. Generating ideas: listing, brainstorming, power writing, conversation

2. Organizing ideas: graphic organizers, outlines, inductive analysis

3. Expository writing: collect data, read and take notes, or conduct interviews, 

observations, inquiries, experiments, or surveys
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Å List 3.  Start with the writing idea ï list three things before writing
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Å Brainstorm.  Students look at their writing idea, then generate as many related 

ideas as quickly they can
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ÅBrainstorm and group

Inductive analysis 
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Brainstorm and Group

1. Generate ideas.

2. Look for groups or patterns.

3. Organize into groups.

4. Use groups for sections or paragraphs.

inductive analysis
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Å Power write

ü1 to 3 minutes

ü keep the pencil moving

ü model
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Power Write

1. Find an idea.

2. Association: attach words and pictures.

3. Write quickly, keep the pencil moving.

4. 2-3 minutes.
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Å Web and brainstorm 
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Web and Brainstorm

1. Find a topic or theme.

2. Find 2-4 subtopics or nodes.

3. Brainstorm on each node.

4. Use nodes for sections or paragraphs.
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ÅOutlining

1. Look at topic or theme.

2. List important ideas using numbers.

3. Use letters to add details.
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Å Turn to a neighbor 
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Step 2 - Drafting 

1. First attempt to get ideas on paper

2. Cannot write well if you are not first willing to write poorly
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3. Throw the clay on the wheel
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4. Most writing activities: pre-write, draft, share
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5. Response ï makes it come alive

 a. provides ideas for revision.

 b. getting response is powerful.

 c. best way to develop a sense of audience is to provide one
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6. Responding
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7. Drafts ï put in a file folder, milk carton - notebooks on the shelf
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